
 

A Message from our Principal, Mrs. Allan  
 

     We have had a whirlwind of a fall, with many learning and extra-curricular opportunities 
for our students. We had a meaningful Remembrance Day Service at the cenotaph, and the 
teachers incorporated lessons and songs to teach the children the importance of the 
occasion. We appreciated the many contributions of our families to the Wall of Honour.  

     There has been a focus on bullying prevention this fall. Please see further in our 
newsletter for a very thoughtful write-up about the Power of One presentation by one of our 
students. Follow-up lessons within classrooms on various related topics have happened, as 
well. For example, the grade 5 class had a guest police officer in to speak about cyber-
bullying. The VIP (Values, Influences, Peers) program is happening for our grade 6 class in 
January, and the grade 7 and 8 classes have a session each in December.  

     The Author Visit and follow-up writing workshops with Sigmund Brouwer were excellent; 
please see a super synopsis of the presentation provided by one of our students in this 
newsletter. Thank you to our School Council for subsidizing the cost of this event.  

     We had water conservation and habitat presentations for all the students, which have 
helped them realize the importance of being good stewards of this most precious resource.  

     Our students have been participating in a variety of groups, teams and clubs: Student 
Leadership Team, intermediate band, cross-country, football intramurals and volleyball. We 
enjoyed staff versus student volleyball team games this week. My thanks to staff for offering 
these experiences for the students, and to our parent volunteers for supporting their efforts. 
The chess club, junior volleyball and intermediate basketball are starting up for students.  

     We would like to thank our parents for meeting with the teachers to discuss their 
children’s progress. The progress reports focused on the students’ learning skills and next 
steps for continued improvement and achievement. As the term continues, we encourage 
parents to talk regularly with their children about their goals and help them to continue to 
strive to follow through with their best efforts. When we all hold high, yet reasonable 
expectations for our children, and demonstrate that we value what happens in our school 
and classrooms, children are more apt to take ownership for and responsibility for the role 
they have in their own learning.  

     As we begin a busy December at Stuart Scott, we encourage our families to take some 
time to reflect on ways we can help our local community. We can model for our children 
generosity and charitable giving. Please consider supporting the initiative we have at Stuart 
Scott to make Christmas more special for the elderly neighbours at Eagle Terrace, who have 
no family. Mrs. Teny, Mrs. Brown and the Student Leadership Team are coordinating this 
project. See inside for more details.  

     Mark your calendars for December 22. We will have a Holiday Celebration Assembly at 9 
am and the band and a number of the groups/classes will also perform a Holiday Concert in 
the evening at 6:30 pm. This will be a repeat performance of some of the performances from 
the morning assembly. We will have a donation jar set out in support of the music program 
at Stuart Scott. Please feel free to bring your loonies and toonies or whatever you wish to 
contribute.  

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a Merry Christmas, a Happy  
Hanukkah, and a very enjoyable holiday season.   
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It’s time to remind children about being safe in our community. 
 

This is a good time for parents to learn about and review ways to keep their children safe online. Children today have 
access to the world at their fingertips. But with this access, there are risks. It’s important for parents to talk to children 
about the importance of their personal information and stress that they should never disclose personal details that 
would allow someone online to contact them in real life.   

 

Here are 10 tips provided by York Regional Police to promote safe online behaviour: 

 Children should never give anyone their name, address, telephone number, computer password, or any other 
personal information on the Internet without parental or guardian consent 

 Children should stay out of all chat rooms and websites that are not first approved by their parent or guardian 

 The computer should be in a central place in your home where you can supervise their online activities 

 Don’t allow a webcam in a child’s bedroom 

 Watch for children quickly minimizing sites they are on when you enter the room 

 Reinforce that people online may not be who they say they are 

 Consider using parental controls like Internet filters or blocking software 

 Remind children that everything said online stays in cyberspace forever, whether or not it is deleted 

 Talk to your children about Internet safety and clearly define your rules 

 Remember danger could be just a keystroke away 

For more information on this subject, contact the York Regional Police by e-mail at info@yrp.ca or visit www.yrp.ca. 

 

Page 2 

HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING PROGRAM 
 

     This year, Stuart Scott Public School would like to sponsor 6 very special seniors who reside at the Eagle Terrace 
Nursing Home across the street from our school. These residents do not have any family members to bring them gifts 
at Christmas time. So, we thought it would be nice if we became their ‘family’ and helped to make their Christmas a 
little more special. They are in need of various items, such as night gowns, track suits, socks, warm blankets and cardi-
gans. 

     In our classrooms, the Student Leadership Team will put up mini Christmas trees with each of the residents’ names 
(eg; Mr. B.) and their wish list. We ask that each student bring in a toonie, or more if they are able. We are hoping that 
classes combine their efforts to help support one of the residents on our list.  

      We would also like to make goody bags for each resident with items such as - small kleenex packages, unscented 
hand lotion, chapstick, hair clips, scrunchies, coloured combs, men's & ladies’ socks, gloves and lap blankets. Families 
are welcome to donate these items or money toward buying them. Please send donations in by Friday, December 9. 

     Our goal is to purchase the wish list items for the 6 seniors who are without family at this time as well as a goody 
bag for every resident at Eagle Terrace.  With the generosity of all of our parents and staff, we know that we can make 
this a very special holiday for each one of them! When our shopping is done, Mrs. Wilson’s and Mrs. Teny’s Kindergar-
ten class and Mrs. Thornton’s Intermediate Band will visit Eagle Terrace on December 19 to present the gifts and share 
some holiday music. 

     We thank you for your help bringing empathy to life in our community!  

 

Mrs. Teny, Mrs. Brown and the Student Leadership Team 
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The Power of One - Presented at Stuart Scott on October 25, 2016. 
 

Yesterday there was a presentation about bullying. It was called the Power of One. I watched the Grades 4-8 
presentation. There were two people doing the presentation. 

At the beginning of the presentation they pretended that the boy was bullying the girl. They did an example on 
physical bullying. They started off walking and the girl bumped into the boy by accident. She said sorry and he started 
pushing her and said the girl needed to bring him twenty bucks and then threatened her. The girl said he bullies her 
every day then she said she knew what to do then she told the principal. After that they were done acting and 
explained that you can tell a teacher or principal if that ever happens to you. 

The next thing they did was talk about verbal abuse. Then they started acting again and this time the girl was the bully 
and they boy was the one being bullied. The first thing that happened was the girl said she was having an awesome 
birthday party on the beach. She said that it was going to be so much fun and she said everyone was invited. Then she 
said everyone was invited except one person. The girl sat down and the boy sat beside her. She said that he couldn't sit 
there or anywhere close to her because he was a loser. The worst thing that happened was that she called her friend 
and said he was a loser and started gossiping about him. Then she took a picture of him without his permission and 
posed it on facebook. So that was their example on verbal abuse. 

The next example they did was on cyber bullying. The boy played the role as the bully and the girl played the role as 
the one being bullied. It didn't take too long until  the girl got bullied so that shows how fast somebody can type a 
word and become a bully. So it started with the boy going on his computer and the boy figures out that the girl went 
on her computer. When he saw that the girl was on her computer he started to message mean comments and calling 
her names. One of the things that the bully said was that the girl’s outfit that she wore to school was bad. Then the girl 
said she didn't know why he was bullying her so she called the police and it stopped happening to the girl. 

The last example of bullying was about how bystanders can be as as guilty as the bully. The example they did for that 
was very different though. They got four people from the school to act it out instead of them. The four people played 
as the bully, the one being bullied, the one cheering on the bully and the one that saw what happened but didn't do 
anything about it. So it first started as the bully asked for twenty dollars but the girl said she didn't have any. One of 
the volunteers was supposed to cheer the bully on so he got pompoms and said she was lying. The bully asked for the 
twenty dollars again then the girl repeated herself and said she didn't have twenty dollars. Then the volunteer 
repeated himself and said she's lying again. That was the end of the example bystanders can be as bad as the bully. The 
one cheering the bully was as bad as the bully because he was making the situation worse by cheering on the bully. 
The one that watched the girl being bullied was as bad as the bully because he saw the girl being bullied. He also saw 
that the situation was getting worse and could have helped but just watched the person get bullied. So he was as bad 
as the bully. 

That was the last example of bullying but they still talked about the power of one. They talked about how the power of 
one can stop bullying when they see it and if they see it. They said that the power of one was about you. They said that 
the meaning of the power of one is you. They also said that you have the power of one because we do have the power 
of one. The power of one can stop bullying by telling somebody like an adult or stand up for the one being bullied. The 
power of one can be more powerful then a group of people. That is the power of one and the power of one is you. 

By 

AH 

Football 
Congratulations to the Roughriders for 
winning the 2016 Stuart Scott Football 
Championship! Thanks to all football 
players for a great season. 

Mr. Pickering and Mr. Marrocco  

Student Absences 
Please remember to call in if your child will be 
late or absent from school. Please state the 
childs’ name and reason for the absences. You must call 
each day that they will be absent.   

905-895-8461.  Thank you! 



 

Author Visit—Sigmund Brouwer 
     On Wednesday, October 19th, the Canadian author, Sigmund Brouwer visited our school.  His visit was split up into 
two parts.  For the first part, the whole school was invited to the gym.   There, he introduced his newest book - 
Barracuda - which is part of the Seven Prequels book series.  Some of his other books were introduced, through a slide 
show, full of book trailers and theme songs to his books.   

     The second half was a workshop, which was split up into Intermediates and Juniors.  There, we learnt about 
storying-not writing, but storying-and the fun definition of storying.  “By being an author, you have the ability to play 
with people’s emotions, and make bad things happen to other people.”  Sigmund Brouwer also taught us that, when 
creating a storyline, come up with a few ideas.  Then, go through and cross out the ideas that are predictable.  Next, 
you go through and make sure that each idea is both probable and possible.  If one is not, cross it out, too.  What you 
have left, are your choices...however extreme and crazy they may be! 

     That night, we also had the opportunity to go to Hartman Public School, where 6 out of 7 of the authors were.  The 
authors were introducing their new book series, The Seven Prequels.  The six that were there were all men - there’s 
only one female author, in the group.  And, all night they were pulling pranks on each other, which was very 
entertaining!   

     Overall, it was lots of fun!  Mme. Brown bought The Seven Prequels, for our library and got them signed, and our 
library already has the original Seven Series!  It was a very inspiring day, and we all got a little peek into the ‘Author 
World!’ 

 

Emily G, Grade 8 
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Message From Our Trustee 
     As we near the end of 2016, I hope everyone has had a great school year so far and found opportunities to get 
involved with the life of the school. 

     It is wonderful to have opportunities to see not only what our students are learning, but to see how they are learn-
ing – collaborating and problem solving, using technology in exciting new ways, and engaged in hands-on activities. 

     I want to take this opportunity to thank the dedicated staff members, students, families and community members 
across our Board.  Thanks to all of the great people we have in our system, we continue to advance student achieve-
ment and well-being. 

     Our Board continues to have a strong commitment to creating welcoming, inclusive learning environments that en-
able all of our students to thrive. Engaging families in your child’s education and the school community is in an impor-
tant part of creating that environment. 

     There are resources for families available on our Board website at www.yrdsb.ca/parents, including information on 
Board programs and supports, and tips for parents to support your child’s learning at home and at school. 

     Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy holiday season and a wonderful start to 2017. I hope you are able to 
enjoy time with family and friends. 

       

     The Grade 8’s will be collecting on  Thursday, January 12th 
from 6-8 pm in the school parking lot.  Please ask your 
friends, family and neighbours to join in. 

 

     If you would like to contribute, but are unable to drop them off on either of these dates, please feel free to drop 
them at the Lyall’s - 383 Park Ave., Gilbert’s - 250 Park Ave., Sponga’s - 339 Millard Street or Sacco’s - 82 Monkswood 
Crescent. 

Thank you for helping the Grade 8’s meet their fundraising goals.  

Kindly, The Grade 8 Class of 2017 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/parents
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Norovirus Information Sheet  
(formerly Norwalk Agent)  
  
What is Norovirus?  
 
Norovirus is a highly contagious virus that causes gastroenteritis (inflammation of the stomach and intestines). Even 
small amounts of the virus can spread infection. This can lead to diarrhea, vomiting and stomach cramps.   
Norovirus is the most common cause of gastroenteritis outbreaks worldwide. Many such outbreaks have been traced 
to food that was handled by an infected person. Outbreaks have also been linked to banquets, swimming pools, 
schools and restaurants.  
The illness can occur year round, but is more common in the fall and winter.  
  
What are the symptoms of Norovirus?  
 Sudden onset of watery diarrhea   

 Vomiting   

 Nausea   

 Cramps   

 Headache   

 Fever   

 Muscle aches   

 Fatigue  
 
These symptoms may occur as soon as 12 hours after exposure to the virus, but may take up to 24 to 48 hours. The 
illness commonly lasts 24 to 48 hours and is usually not severe.  
 How does Norovirus spread?  
Noroviruses are very contagious. The main source of the virus is stool and vomit from infected people. People can be-
come infected with the virus in several ways:  
• Direct contact (e.g., shaking hands) with a person who is infected   

• Touching surfaces and objects contaminated with the virus (e.g., door knob) then touching your mouth   

• Eating and drinking food that are contaminated with the virus  
 
 Those infected with norovirus are most contagious when they are sick and for 3 days after they recover. Afterwards 
they can continue to spread the virus for up to 3 weeks after symptoms (usually diarrhea) stops.  
  
Outbreaks have been linked to:  
• Food handlers who are infected with the virus   

• Shellfish harvested from contaminated waters   

• Water contaminated with sewage  
 
 How is Norovirus treated?  
There is no specific treatment for norovirus. Persons who are severely dehydrated may need rehydration therapy.  
  
How can Norovirus be prevented?  
The best prevention is washing your hands with soap and water thoroughly and often, especially after using the wash-
room, handling diapers, and before preparing or eating food.  
Safe food handling and preparation practices also reduce the risk of the spread of norovirus. After handling food in the 
kitchen, especially raw food, thoroughly clean and sanitize all surfaces used for food preparation.   
 



 

Triple P Tip of the Month ~ DECEMBER ~ Fears 

Fears are common in childhood and a normal part of growing up. Most of 
children’s fears are mild, however some children have fears that are so 
strong it stops them from doing things. Children can learn to cope with 
fears with help from parents. 
KEY STEPS: 

Talk with your child and tell them how you cope with your own fears 

Try not to show fearful reactions 

Teach your child coping strategies 

 

Help your child to gradually face their fears 

Remain calm when your child is scared or anxious 

Praise your child for facing their fears 

Encourage your child to try new things and do not let them avoid things they must do 

 

Don’t forget to check out the new Triple P Ontario website for online resources and 
podcasts for parents of children from birth to teens.  www.triplepontario.ca 

 

Triple P Tip of the Month ~ JANUARY ~ Chores 

Responsibility for chores helps children learn self-discipline, how to 
apply themselves to a job and how to help with the running of a 
household. You will find that you have more time with your child and 
yourself if you give your child chores. 
KEY STEPS: 

Explain why it is important for everyone to help around the house 

Decide on a list of chores and who will do them 

Draw up a job roster 

Let your child know when their chores must be finished 

Tell your child exactly what needs to be done for the job to be satisfactory 

Talk about rewards and consequences 

Praise and reward your child for completing their chores 

Apply a consequence if your child does not complete their chores satisfactorily 

 

Don’t forget to check out the new Triple P Ontario website for online resources and 
podcasts for parents of children from birth to teens.  www.triplepontario.ca 

Page 6  



 

Extreme Weather Conditions  

 

All students are expected to go out for every recess unless the principal decides, based on 
YRDSB guidelines, that weather conditions are such that it would be detrimental for students 
to be outdoors. We have two outdoor recesses each day, so please ensure that your child(ren) 
are dressed appropriately for the weather. Recess breaks may be shortened or students may 
be kept in depending on the conditions.  

 Bring a change of clothes, including socks and mittens  

 Dress in Layers  

 Cover and protect exposed skin from the harsh elements  

 

Parents sometimes request that their children be kept indoors during recess times because 
they are not feeling well. If your child(ren) is not well enough to participate in recess or other 
physical activities they should remain at home until their condition improves.  

If road conditions force the cancellation of bus services, the following stations will be in-
formed as early as possible, and will broadcast pertinent information to the community. Re-
member schools will remain open (unless otherwise specified) even if the buses are can-
celled. Please note that if you transport you child(ren) to school you are responsible for pick-
ing them up at the end of the day.  

Radio  

640 AM, CHAY 93.1 FM, NEWS 680 AM, CHIN 1540 AM, CJEZ 97.3 FM  

CJBC 860 AM, CHUM 104.5 FM, CHFI 8.1 FM, CFRB 1010 AM, CKDX 88.5 FM  

CKFM 99.9 FM, CHUM 1050 AM, CBC 99.1 AM, CHIN 100.7 FM, JACK 92.2 FM  

Q107 107.1 FM, Z103.5 FM, CJCL 590 AM, CJKX 89.89 FM, 95.9 FM  

Television  

CFTO TV, CITY TV, GLOBAL NEWS, THE WEATHER CHANNELL  

You can also visit www.schoolbuscity.com or contact the York Region Student Transportation 
Services School Bus Information Line at 1-877-330-3001 for bus cancellation information. Par-
ents and students should plan an alternative place to go should bus service be cancelled or 
delayed, or should schools be forced to close due to an emergency.  



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Parent  

information 

night 

Newmarket High 

6:30 

2 3 

4 

 

5 

School Council 

Meeting 6:30 

pm 

6 

Boys  

Intermediate 

Basketball 

tryouts 7:45 am 

 

7 

Pita Lunch 

6 

Boys  

Intermediate 

Basketball 

tryouts 7:45 am 

 

9 

Grade 7 & 8 

Les Mis 

Newmarket 

High 

10 

11 12 13 14 

Lunch Lady 

Gr. 8 VIP 

15 

Gr. 8 Financial 

Planning 

16 

Bake Sale 

 

 

Gr. 7 Scientist 

in the School 

17 

18 19 

Eagle Terrace 

Visit 

20 21 

Pizza Lunch 

Winter Solstice 

22 

Holiday       

Celebration 

Assembly 9 am 

Holiday Concert 

6:30  pm 

23 24 

25 

Christmas Day 

Hanukkah    

Begins 

26 

Boxing Day 

27 28 29 30 31 

New Year’s 

Eve 

December 2016 

Winter Break 

Happy Holidays 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

New Year’s 

Day 

2 3 4 

 

 

 

5 6 7 

Orthodox 

Christmas 

8 9 

Gr. 6 VIP 

10 11 

Pita Lunch 

12 

Bottle Drive 

6-8 pm  

School Parking 

lot 

13 14 

15 16 

Gr. 6 VIP 

School Council 

6:30 pm 

 

17 18 

Pizza Lunch 

19 20 

PA Day 

No Classes 

21 

22 23 

Gr. 6 VIP 

24 25 

Lunch Lady 

26 27 28 

29 30 

Gr. 6 VIP 

31     

January 2017 

Winter Break 

Happy Holidays 


